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the number of expert disease detectives to
investigate and control food-borne disease
outbreaks. We will give these experts the
technology to use sophisticated new DNA
finger-printing methods to trace dangerous
bacteria to their source. We will create a per-
manent DNA fingerprint library so we can
immediately recognize an illness if it re-
appears. And we will use advance commu-
nication networks to speed outbreak informa-
tion to hospitals and public health agencies
all around America.

Third, I’m directing Secretary of Agri-
culture Dan Glickman, Secretary of Health
and Human Services Donna Shalala, and the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Carol Browner, to work with
communities, farmers, businesses, consumer
protection groups, and all levels of Govern-
ment to come up with additional measures
to improve food safety. I want them to pay
special attention to research and public edu-
cation efforts. I want them to focus on what
sort of partnerships the Government can
form with the private sector to meet our
goals. And I want them to report back to
me with their findings within 90 days.

Finally, let me add that these new public
health investments are paid for, line by line,
dime by dime, in the balanced budget I will
officially send to Congress next month. With
this new early warning system to track food-
borne illness, we are saying loud and clear
that we will use the world’s best science to
make the world’s most bountiful food supply
safer than ever before for our families and
for our children. Together we will see to it
that our people and our Nation are prepared
for the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 p.m. on
January 24 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 1:26 p.m. on January 25.

Memorandum on Improving the
Safety of the Nation’s Food Supply
January 25, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Agriculture, Secretary of Health and Human
Services, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency
Subject: Improving the Safety of the Nation’s
Food Supply

Americans rightly expect to have the
world’s safest food supply. Although our food
is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can
do better in our efforts to eliminate disease
caused by microorganisms and other con-
taminants. Americans still suffer thousands
of food-related deaths and millions of food-
related illnesses.

The 21st century will present new and
greater challenges in this area. Novel patho-
gens are emerging. Long-understood patho-
gens are growing resistant to treatment.
Americans eat more foods prepared outside
the home, and we consume record levels of
imported food—some of which moves across
the globe overnight. These changing cir-
cumstances require greatly strengthened sys-
tems of coordination, surveillance, preven-
tion, research, and education.

My Administration has already taken a
number of steps to improve food safety. We
modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood
safety systems. I signed into law new legisla-
tion to keep harmful pesticides off our fruits
and vegetables—and legislation that keeps
our drinking water safe and pure. Today, I
announced a new national early warning sys-
tem for food-borne illness. The system will
allow us to respond more quickly to disease
outbreaks and to better prevent them in the
future.

But we need to do more. Government,
consumers, and industry must work together
to further reduce food-borne disease and to
ensure our food supply is the safest in the
world.

I hereby direct that you work with con-
sumers, producers, industry, States, univer-
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sities, and the public to identify additional
ways to improve the safety of our food supply
through government and private sector ac-
tion, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps
to further improve surveillance, inspections,
research, risk assessment, education, and co-
ordination among local, State, and Federal
health authorities. You should report back to
me within 90 days with your recommenda-
tions.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 6969—To Modify
Application of Duty-Free Treatment
of Certain Articles Under the
Generalized System of Preferences,
and for Other Purposes
January 27, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended by Public
Law 104–88; 110 Stat. 1755, 1922 (‘‘the 1974
Act’’), the President may withdraw, suspend,
or limit the application of the duty-free treat-
ment accorded under section 501 of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2461) with respect to any arti-
cle. With due regard for the factors set forth
in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974 Act
(19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)), I have deter-
mined that it is appropriate to modify the
application of duty-free treatment under title
V of the 1974 Act for certain articles, includ-
ing certain goods previously eligible for such
treatment that the Customs Service has re-
classified.

2. Presidential Proclamation 6961 of No-
vember 28, 1996, provided import relief with
respect to certain broom corn brooms. For
certain subheadings of the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (HTS) es-
tablished to carry out this relief, provisions
were omitted that would have continued
staged reductions of special rates of duty for
the goods concerned, previously proclaimed
pursuant to section 201(a) of the North
American Free Trade Agreement Implemen-
tation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(a)). Further, other

HTS provisions established by that proclama-
tion contain conflicting dates that complicate
their administration. To rectify these omis-
sions and to permit proper administration of
the import relief, I have decided that it is
necessary and appropriate to continue pre-
viously proclaimed duty treatment for the af-
fected goods and to make technical correc-
tions in certain HTS provisions.

3. Section 213 of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act, as amended (CBERA)
(19 U.S.C. 2703), and section 204 of the An-
dean Trade Preference Act (ATPA) (19
U.S.C. 3203) authorize the President to pro-
vide duty-free entry for all eligible articles,
and duty reductions for certain other articles,
that are the product of any country that has
been designated as a beneficiary country
under those Acts. To clarify the preferential
tariff treatment provided to particular duti-
able goods that are the product of beneficiary
countries under the CBERA or the ATPA
and that are eligible to enter under HTS
heading 9802.00.80, which provides for cer-
tain goods assembled abroad using compo-
nents of U.S. origin, I have decided it is ap-
propriate to provide special rates of duty for
purposes of the CBERA and of the ATPA
in heading 9802.00.80 to apply to such goods.

4. Presidential Proclamation 6948 of Octo-
ber 29, 1996, modified tariff provisions con-
cerning special import quotas for upland cot-
ton. That proclamation also modified certain
provisions of the HTS and of prior Presi-
dential proclamations to correct technical er-
rors and to clarify the intent of previously
proclaimed modifications. In proclaiming the
modifications to the provisions on upland
cotton, a conforming change to U.S. note 6
to subchapter III of chapter 99 of the HTS
was omitted. Further, the instructions in sec-
tion A(5)(c) of Annex II to such proclamation
concerning modifications to subchapter IV of
chapter 99 to the HTS contained an error.
To rectify the omission and to correct the
error in instructions, I have decided it is nec-
essary and appropriate to modify U.S. note
6 to subchapter III of chapter 99 of the HTS
and to amend the instructions in section
A(5)(c) of Annex II to Proclamation 6948.

5. Presidential Proclamation 6763 of De-
cember 23, 1994, implemented with respect
to the United States the trade agreements
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